gency departments and medical students, it covers basic ophthalmology comprehensively and in parti cular the 'symptom-led' chapters (e.g. acute loss of vision, the red eye, gradual loss of vision) and useful information (e.g. eligibility for registration as partially sighted, useful contact addresses) make it invaluable for a busy GP surgery. Although the publishers promise a 'completely revised chapter on cataracts', there is little new in the new edition and something on the complications of cataract surgery would have been welcome, but the enlargement of the photographs is helpful. My only criticism is that, as this will often be the only ophthalmology book in a GP surgery, a glossary would be useful, as many GPs faced with a letter from an ophthalmologist may not know the terms used (e.g. retinoschisis). This is probably the best short general text around, and if all medical students could be given a copy and persuaded to read it, ophthalmic knowledge by non-specialists would be dramatically improved!
Christopher Hammond
Oculoplastic surgery, Third Edition One's first impression upon flicking through the pages is that this is likely to be a very useful book for the target audience. However, on careful examina tion one sees that the quality of reproduction of many of the photographs is sub-optimal to say the least, particularly in keratoconus, corneal verticillata, pigment dispersion syndrome, Fuchs' heterochromic uveitis and pseudoexfoliation syndrome. In addition, given the opportunity to illustrate an aspect of albinism, the production of what would appear to be a normal fluorescein is a little surprising, as is the rather youthful appearance of the 'senile' ptosis.
Unlike many of the photographs, the text is consistently of high quality, emphasising the essen tial adage 'state the obvious first' in clinical examinations.
In conclusion, the book should provide a good way for potential candidates to get into the right frame of mind for approaching the ophthalmic clinical section of the MRCOphth and the FRCOphth. However, no book can substitute for the development of three dimensional examination and detection techniques so necessary for the subtle physical signs that distinguish one diagnosis from its differential.
These skills must be obtained in the clinic rather than in the library.
Stephen A. Vernon
